MEETING OF THE KENNEL CLUB AGILITY LIAISON COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON 17 JUNE 2010 AT 10.30AM AT CLARGES STREET

AGENDA

ITEM 1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

ITEM 2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 14 January 2010 (copies previously distributed).

ITEM 3. 
MATTERS ARISING/RESULTS OF RECOMMENDATIONS

To receive a verbal update from the Chairman regarding the following matters:

a. Custom and Practice.
b. Agility Council Representation on the Judges Working Party.

c. Agility Control Test.

d. Fun Agility Guidelines. 

e. Nomination for Championship Judges.

f. International Agility Teams.

ITEM 4.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE ACTIVITIES SUB-COMMITTEE


Code of Conduct
a.
The Sub-Committee requests the Council to develop the Code of Conduct further, paying particular attention to the issues of tethered dogs and bicycles in the exercise and ring areas. There is also some concern regarding the wording about dogs with unsound temperaments, as it was felt these dogs should not be attending Kennel Club licensed events.  

(Annex A refers)


Number of Measurers
b.
The Sub-Committee agreed that there is a need for more measurers as well as a better geographic spread across the United Kingdom. It was further agreed that should potential measurers be willing to purchase the measuring equipment at their own expense, then there would not be a need to limit the number of measurers. The Council is requested to welcome and consider measuring applications at future meetings.
ITEM 5. 
FIVE YEAR STRATEGY

The Council is invited to review and discuss progress with the formulation and implementation of its five-year strategy. The following topics were suggested at the last meeting as areas for discussion, with the first two being prioritised:

· To seek a method to attract unknown clubs to become registered with the Kennel Club.

· To ensure members in an agility team event all train at the same club.

· To develop proposals around how to improve the control of dogs at shows, along with the introduction of the proposed Control Test.
· To create guidelines for judges to distinguish the difficulty between grades in order to assist course design.

· To discuss the number of Championship entries and whether an additional qualification is needed to enter Championship classes.
· To encourage experienced clubs to apply for Championship status.

· To discuss the possibility of confining a combined class to only two grades.

· To review the recently introduced grading structure.

ITEM 6. 
PROPOSALS FROM SOCIETIES/PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS

a.
Mr M Tait






Mr T Griffin

Proposed Deletion of Regulation H(1)(B).3.I (Pause Box)

Pause Box – Defined area 1.219m x 1.219m (4ft x 4ft)


(Deletion underlined)
The pause box is an obsolete obstacle which is never or rarely used since there is no technology currently available for consistent and accurate timing. Without this technology, the manual timing can significantly alter results. As a judge and competitor for the last 12 years, Mr Tait is yet to come across this obstacle at any agility event, and therefore, wishes to propose it is deleted from the regulations.
b.
Mr M Tait






Mr T Griffin


Proposed Deletion of Regulation H(1)(B).3.I (Table)
Table—941mm (3ft) square minimum. Height 762mm (2ft 6ins). To be of stable construction with a non-slip surface.

(Deletion underlined)
The table is a seldom seen piece of equipment and has been reduced in stature from the agility circuit since its compulsory use in Championship classes was withdrawn. The inability to consistently time the dog on the table is making advances in electronic timing redundant, plus the fact there are no compulsory regulations to govern the use of the table. Mr Tait believes this piece of equipment is now redundant. Mr Tait feels that at some point in time technology may allow for accurate and consistent timing, but still feels it would be better to withdraw the table for the time being, instead of trying to amend the regulations to fit.
c.
Mr M Tait






Mr T Griffin


Proposed Amendment of Regulation H(1)(B).3.j – Pipe Tunnel
FROM:
Pipe Tunnel – This obstacle should have a diameter of a minimum of 209mm (2ft) and should be a minimum of 3.048m (10ft) in length.

TO:

Pipe Tunnel – This obstacle should have a diameter of a minimum of 609mm (2ft) and should be a minimum of 3.048m (10ft) in length. When placed on a course the tunnel should be extended to a minimum length of 2.45m (8ft).

(Amendment underlined)

The current rule does not state whether the length of the tunnel is the supplied length, displayed length or maximum length that the tunnel can be stretched to. Mr Tait states that this is ambiguous having seen some short tunnels used. With the speed of dogs ever increasing, Mr Tait is concerned about the risk of injury to dogs. Mr Tait believes that the longer the tunnel length is, the flatter/smoother the running surface is, and therefore, safer for the dog. When a tunnel is tightly compacted and is held by metal rods on either end, it makes an uneven hard surface for the dog to run over.
ITEM 7. 
INTERNATIONAL AGILITY FESTIVAL

To receive a verbal report from Mr Ray on the arrangements for the 2010 Kennel Club International Agility Festival, to be held at Kelmarsh Hall on 13-15 August 2010. 
ITEM 8. 
JUDGES WORKING PARTY (WTOA)

To note a report from Mr Chandler on the progress of the Judges Working Party.

ITEM 9.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

ITEM 10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting will be in early January and will be confirmed in September 2010.

NOTES:

1. 
The Kennel Club will reimburse standard rail fares to all representatives attending the meeting, from their addresses as recorded at the Kennel Club. Claim forms will be available at the meeting.

2. 
Those resident in Northern Ireland or Scotland may apply in advance for authority to substitute shuttle air travel for standard rail fare. Although it is requested that tickets are booked well in advance to take advantage of any reduction in fares.

3. 
Please give advance notice of matters to be raised under ‘Any Other Business’. This assists the Office if research is required. These items are discussed at the discretion of the Council.

4. 
Kennel Club Liaison Council Regulations state that the Kennel Club will bear the cost of all reasonable and externally incurred costs connected with a Council, if agreed in advance. Therefore, representatives should apply to the Kennel Club for approval of any costs they may wish to claim prior to the expense being incurred.

	THE KENNEL CLUB’S STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

“To raise the relevance of the Kennel Club in the eyes of the public at large, dog owners and those who take part in canine events, so as to be better able to ‘to promote in every way the general improvement of dogs.’ This objective to be achieved through:-

· Ensuring that the Kennel Club is the first port of call on all canine matters.

· Recognising the importance of canine health and welfare.

· Popularising canine events focusing on the retention of existing participants and the attracting of new.

· Achieving a widening of the Kennel Club membership base.

· Encouraging the development of all those concerned with dogs through education and training.

· Encouraging more people to provide input in the Kennel Club’s decision making process.”




Agility Liaison Council Representatives

1 January 2007 – 31 December 2009

Listed below are the Area Liaison Council Representatives that can be contacted should further information be required on any of the items included on the minutes.

Midlands
Mr Richard Jordan, 2 Passmore, Tinkers Bridge, Milton Keynes, MK6 3DZ
Tel: 01908 667798   E-mail: richard.jordan@talktalk.net
Mr Dave Ray, 13 Helmdon Close, Rugby, Warks, CV21 1RS
Tel: 01788 561253   E-mail: drayped@aol.com
 NEXT 
North East
Mr Ian Mallabar, The Granary, Spen Lane, Rowlands Gill, NE39 2BZ
Tel: 01207 544406   E-mail: ian.mallabar@btinternet.com
Mrs Janet Nero, 6 Northgate, Oulton, Leeds, LS26 8NZ
Tel: 0113 2823445   E-mail: jandcnero@btinternet.com
 NEXT 
North West
Mrs Pauline Baltes, 45 Well Orchard, Bamber Bridge, Preston, Lancs, PR5 8HJ
Tel: 01772 494852 / 07803 261808   E-mail: pabq@blueyonder.co.uk
Mr Mike Hallam, Hollins View, Leek Road, Bosley, Macclesfield, SK11  0PP
Tel: 01260 223190/07711058910   E-mail: m.hallam@btconnect.com
 NEXT 
Northern Ireland
Mr Ronnie McAleese, 27 Dermott Walk, Comber, Newtownards, County Down, BT23 5NU 

Tel: 02890 527114   E-mail: ronnie@patchagility.com
 NEXT 
Scotland
Ms Morag Kelly, 5 Broompark Crescent, Murthly, Perthshire, PH1 4HH
Tel: 01738 710354   E-mail: moragkelly_@hotmail.com
 NEXT 
South & South West
Mr Tony Griffin, 20 Monmouth Avenue, Weymouth, Dorset, DT3 5JR
Tel: 01305 777856/07743 655311   E-mail: tonygriffin20@tiscali.co.uk
Miss Lesley Olden, Birchwood House Cottage, Sherfield English, Nr Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 6FF
Tel: 01794 323037   E-mail: lesleyolden@aol.com
 NEXT 
South East & East Anglia
Mr Simon Chandler, 16 Hawth Hill, Seaford, East Sussex, BN25 2RW
Tel: 07772 670086  E-mail: sjabbaman@aol.com
Mr John Gilbert, Keba Cottage, 100 Bedford Road, Barton-le-Clay, Beds, MK45 4LR
Tel: 01582 882366   E-mail: faldoagility@aol.com
 NEXT 
Wales
Mr Mike Shaw, Ewyn-y-Don, Llanon, Wales, SY23  5HZ
Tel: 01974 202347   E-mail: somethingferal@aol.com
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