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Samsung Companion Dog Academy (SCDA)
· In 1998 as Training Officer to Search & Rescue Dog Association (Lakes) I was invited by the Metropolitan Police to speak at a Police Dog Instructor’s seminar held at Hendon.
· The seminar was attended by forcers from all over the UK.
· On completion I was approached by a police inspector from West Midland’s Police Dog section and asked if I would assist them.
· West Mids. were working with Samsung in South Korea, assisting with security & detector dogs.
· Samsung have been long time supporters of Crufts.
· Samsung wanted to set up a Search & Rescue unit.
· Thus began my long relationship with Samsung and their facility at Yongin.
· I visited Korea on many occasions.
· Their facility is superb and includes GDB, Hearing Dogs, Therapy Dogs, PAT Dogs. Detector Dogs, SAR, Security and Pet Dogs.
· Samsung are now Asia’s Headquarters for the International Rescue Dog Organisation (IRO).
· In August 2009 I was again asked to assist Samsung.
· They were setting up a Companion Dog Academy and appointed me as their advisor.
· The Academy will train dogs in Agility, HTM & Fly ball and will also train members of the public to train their dogs in these disciplines.
· Samsung wanted assistance in training their trainers.
· I organised a course to be run in Korea at their facility for a total of ten members of staf of differing experiences and abilities.
· This course is run and tutored by the APDT UK.
· The course will be completed by the end of January 2010.
· Hopefully on completion of the APDT UK Instructor’s course staff will be awarded basic and advanced Instructor’s qualifications.
· Samsung also wanted Border Collie puppies of a good standard as part of their facility.
· As I have had a great deal of experience in working with and training Collies, particularly in SAR, I was asked to assist.
· So far two puppies have been sent to Korea.
· Both puppies, a dog & a bitch lived with Carol & I at our house until they were 13 weeks old and could travel.    
· The puppies arrived in Korea at the end of December 2009 and are settling very well with their handlers.
· The transportation of the puppies was dealt with by a specialist from the Bristol area.
· It is Samsung’s intention to train and compete in the FCI World Agility Championships in 2012, so we have lots of work to do!
· The SCDA training Manager is Bruce Jeon. 
· Bruce has 13 years experience in Agility, HTM & Therapy Dog training.
· He has demonstrated Agility at Crufts and has competed in Agility World Championships, he is a really good man for the job.
· Bruce deals with the day to day training programmes for dogs and handlers. 
· I advise on specific training problems such as individual pieces of equipment, control & suitability of dogs and handlers.    
· Bruce has no English and my Korean is poor we do however manage to communicate well through dogs!
· The Koreans are very aware of the opinion of the Western world to the treatment of dogs in some parts of Asia and are working very hard to educate the general public.
· I have travelled all over the world to work with dogs but have never met people with more desire to get things right.
· Their willingness to listen and learn is beyond belief.
· In 2010 we plan to send a further four puppies of the right calibre to join Samsung’s Team.
· Hopefully they will go from strength to strength.
· If their progress over the past 12 years is anything to go by then all I can say is “watch this space”.
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